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The basic structure

When you want to talk about what someone is doing right now, you need to use the present
progressive tense, but how do you do that when verbs in Chinese don't change at all? In
Chinese, we have three words that we add to a sentence to indicate that an action is in
progress.

1. Subject + IEfE + state/action + (W)
2. Subject + £ + state/action + (W)
3. Subject + IE + state/action + g

4. Subject + state/action + g
Note that in the first two structures, including Bg at the end is optional.
Common expressions

What are you doing?

RIEETF/fMH4 () ?

(Ni zhengzai gan/zud shénme (ne)?)

fRET /M A(WE)?

(NV zai gan/zud shénme (ne)?)

fRIETF /M4t 4AWE?

(NV zheng gan/zuo shénme ne?)

RFMBAT 4AWR?

(NY gan/zuo shénme ne?)
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e.g.

A RIEFERBITA? (NI zhéngzai zuo shénme?)
What are you doing?

B BIFFHE., (WO zhengzai kdihul)

I'm in a meeting.

A: RETFIFAIE? (NI zai ganshénme ne?)
What are you doing?

B: BEAATSRIE. (WS 23/ XI yifii ne.)

I'm doing the laundry.

Al RIEBHAIE? (NI zhéng zuo shénme ne?)
What are you doing?

B FIFEIEFHE. (WS zhéng bao jidozi ne.)
I'm making dumplings.

A: RFH4BE? (NI gdnshénme ne?)
What are you doing?

B #T1EOE, (WS gongzuo ne.,)
I'm working.

You can also ask someone more specifically “Are you doing something” by using a specific
verb and adding ™ at the end instead of g, like so: Are you -+ ?

1;]'( E ...... ﬂz_l' ?

eqg.

A IREIEEFIL? (NI zai chi dongxi ma?)

Are you eating?

B. BHy, BHEEERF. (Sh de wo zai chi jidozi)
Yes, I'm eating dumplings.

A IREBLEFIE? (N zai zud yundong ma?)

Are you exercising?

B RFE, BIEAKENE., (Méiyou, wo zhengzai xiuxi ne.)
No, I'm taking a break.
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Casual expressions

There are many common Chinese expressions used in everyday life which actually originate
from different dialects. You'll often hear questions like this:

RETHE? / RTWHIE? /THIE?

(NT zai ganma ne?)

RETIRE? / {RTEWR? / TIEWE?

(NV zai gansha ne?)

¥ and W are both words that mean “what” in some dialects. They're almost exclusively used
in verbal conversations.

e.g.
A: IRETIRIE? (NI z3i ganmad ne?)
What are you doing?

B. BAEFHIE. (WO zai xi wan ne.)
I'm washing the dishes.

A FIEUE? (Gansha ne?)
What are you up to?

B: ZF3E, (Xuéxi ne,)
Stuaying.

You can also ask “What are you busy with?”

REMHA?

(N7 zai mang shénme?)

AR ?

(Méang sha ne?)

eqg.

A: IREICTHA? (NI z8i méng shénme?)

What are you busy with?

B: BHAEEMSIE, (WS zai zhinbeél banjia ne.)
I'm getting ready to move.
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And just like the other way we looked at earlier, there is also a more casual way to ask with a
yes-no question.

e.g.

A BUEHE? (Sanbu ne?)

Are you taking a walk?

B. 2, B{HHE. (Shi a, sanbu ne.)
Yes, I'm walking.

A FBHEZIE? (Kan didnying ne?)

Are you watching a movie?

B: &, FBHEIHXE. (Bushi wd zai wan youxi,)
No, I'm playing a game.

Some Daily Activities

Chinese Pinyin Translation
i chi dongxi eat something
iR zuo fan cook
5 XUéxi learn
ey ZUo zuo ye do homework
T gongzuo work
Fe kaihui have a meeting
=5 ting yinyue listen to music
& i hua hua draw
123 changgé sing

O


http://www.digmandarin.com/

www.digmandarin.com

Bk
Bzl
EM

ik

FIARE

Check out our more courses to become fluent fast!

tiaowul

zuo yundong

shangwang

wan youxi

dasao weishéng

sanbu

kansha

kan dianying

kan dianshi

mai dongxi

X1 yifu

shuijiao

mingxiang

stkdo

lidotian

dancing

do excercise

go online

play games

clean up

take a walk

read book

watch movie

watch TV

shopping

wash clothes

go to bed

meditation

thinking

chat
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